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Istonville Plateau Historical Society hopes

yvou enjoy your walk or drive around our
village and that this brochure will answer any
questions that may arise.

Originally called ‘Duck Creek Mountain’,
Alstonville was part of many thousands of acres
of impenetrable rainforest, extending from the
north bank of the Richmond River to the Night-
cap Range, between the Richmond and Tweed
Rivers. To obtain access to Duck Creek Moun-
tain it was necessary to travel by rowing boat
from Ballina to where the Duck Creek Camp
was situated - the camp for all who worked on
the mountain. From this camp the early selec-
tors had to carry on their backs everything they
required - tools, equipment, food and temporary
shelter — through the ‘Big Scrub’, famous for its
wealth of great trees including the much sought-
after cedar and hardwoods such as teak.

The area was first settled in 1865 by Andrew
and Ellen Freeborn and Andrew’s brother, Thom-
as. Andrew and Thomas came separately to Aus-
tralia in 1855 from Belleek, County Fermanagh,
in Ireland. They were following their brother, Al-
exander, who had migrated to Australia in 1850.
The brothers settled first at Broughton Creek
near Kiama. In May 1858 Andrew married Ellen
Sharpe whose father later became the mayor of
Kiama. In early 1865 the Freeborns moved to Bal-
lina and Thomas explored the area known as the
‘Big Scrub’. Thomas reported back to Andrew
who went up the mountain to see for himself.
Subsequently the brothers walked to Casino and
back to register their claim; both received their
papers on 21 December 1865.
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Andrew was given Portion 1 of 60 acres and
Thomas, Portion 2 of 100 acres. Within eighteen
months other pioneers followed - including the
Robertson, Graham, Newbon, Crawford, Elliott,
Mellis, Brown, Moore, Cawley, Robb, Mullins,
Cooke and Bulwinkel families — and Duck Creek
Mountain village started to grow.

In June 1870 John Perry, a local storekeeper,
requested the establishment of a post office as
the nearest was at Ballina. The local residents
asked that the post office be established at John
Perry’s store. In September 1872 a letter from
Perry bore the address, ‘Alstonville, Duck Creek’.
This was the first reference to the name Alston-
ville. (Perry’s wife’s maiden name was Alston and
he had called his property after her family.)

The post office was established on 1 October
1872 under the name of Duck Creek Mountain.
John Perry was paid an allowance of ten pounds
per annum for his postal duties. However, on 1
January 1873, the name of Duck Creek Mountain
{population now 150) was changed to Alstonville
to avoid confusion with another location of the
same name.

The settlement prospered with many farm-
ers turning their hands to dairying and growing
crops in the fertile soil; sugar cane, arrowroot,
peanuts, peas, macadamia nuts, avocadoes, cof-
fee and other tropical fruits. Shops and trades of
all kinds were soon in business and sugar mills,
butter factories, churches, hotels, community and
sporting groups have all played their part in
making Alstonville the thriving centre it is today.

ALSTONVILLE PLATEAU HISTORICAL
SOCIETY Inc.
ABN 14 079 187 469
PO Box 65 Alstonville NSW 2477
Enquiries: 02 6628 1829
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